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The Los Feliz Ledger recently reported that the City of Los Angeles may raise the cost of non-applicants 
to file land use appeals. The cost of non-applicants to file an appeal is currently $89, and would rise to 
$16,097 if adopted – a whopping 17,986% increase. Applicants would see an increase, though much 
smaller – the current first-level appeal would rise 22%, from $13,538 to $16,097. 
 
The Los Angeles City Council is considering these appeal fee increases on all actions at the Department 
of City Planning (DCP), from project appeals to zoning changes. The fee updates are in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, in an effort to recover costs and revenue lost by the City.  
 
Background on Project Appeals Fees 
The current base fee for an appeal is $89, which would be increased to $161 - an increase of 80.1% if a 
Department of City Planning (DCP) proposal passes. Based on average annual case volume, the DCP fee 
study estimates the full cost of providing case processing services is $37.4 million. Current fees would 
recover $23.4 million, resulting in a General Fund subsidy of $14 million. Adoption of the DCP 
recommended fees would recover $31.3 million, resulting in a General Fund subsidy of $6.1 million.  
 
The City Administrator (CAO), however, recommends that all the updated fees be set at full cost 
recovery, which led to the $16,097 estimate, consistent with the City’s Financial Policies. While fiscally 
responsible, these changes would make it extremely costly – if not impossible – for community 
members to bring appeals on projects they believe don’t fit properly in their neighborhoods.  
 
Harming Public Participation 
Silver Lake Together believes City Planning’s approach calculated the services in a fair manner, “…to 
ensure fees are fair, equitable, and represent the estimated and reasonable cost of services.” And, 
Planning noted that lower fees would encourage more community participation in the planning process. 
Meanwhile, the CAO’s 100% cost recovery would limit public participation, and harm community 
engagement in multiple programs – from historic preservation to zoning appeals affecting residents’ 
quality of life.  
 
The discussion is to be heard at the next City Council PLUM (Planning and Land Use Management) 
Committee meeting, which is not yet scheduled.  
 
Check the City Council calendar for upcoming meetings 
 
Read Department of City Planning Proposed Fee Hikes  
 

https://www.losfelizledger.com/article/locals-react-to-citys-proposed-13k-appeals-fee-hike
https://clerk.lacity.org/calendar
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2009/09-0969-S3_rpt_CAO_02-24-2021.pdf

