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As the State of California makes the construction of supplemental housing units easier, many 
homeowners in Silver Lake are thinking about adding a backyard home to their properties. Scott Plante 
explains what you need to know about ADUs, JADUS, MTH and more – including what all these new 
acronyms mean.  
 
An Accessory Dwelling Unit, or ADU, is an attached or detached residential dwelling unit that provides 
complete independent living facilities for one or more persons and is located on a lot with a proposed or 
existing primary residence. An ADU is self-contained and is like an apartment: it contains living, eating, 
sleeping, and sanitary facilities. 
 
ADUs have been permitted in Los Angeles since 2019. Sometimes called a granny flat or backyard home, 
an ADU intends to increase the housing supply by utilizing existing lots more efficiently. Homeowners 
build ADUs to create private living spaces for extended family or elderly parents; to generate rental 
income; or enhance home values. ADUs are more affordable than other housing units, as they do not 
require the purchase of new land. Finally, they may be attached, detached, garage conversions, or even 
a portion of the home may be designated an ADU.  
 
State laws have been passed to make the construction of ADUs easier. Permits are required to be 
approved or denied within 60 days and allow for the construction of one ADU on any residential 
property. Multiple ADUs are allowed on multi-family properties.  
 
Variations on ADUs exist. Junior ADUs, or JADUs are smaller units, no more than 500 square feet and 
contained entirely within a single-family home. JADUs must be owner-occupied and may or may not 
share sanitation facilities. Meanwhile, a Movable Tiny House (MTH) is exactly that: movable. An MTH 
must be registered with the California Department of Motor Vehicles, is unmovable on its’ own power, 
and no smaller than 150 square feet but no larger than 430 square feet.  
 
ADUs, JADUs, and MTHs are allowed in any zone that allows for residential use by right. Parking for a 
newly constructed ADU is not required when it is located within one-half mile walking distance of a 
public transit. Replacement parking is not required when covered parking is removed in conjunction 
with the construction of the ADU. 
 
ADUs and their variations are meant to increase the housing supply quickly and efficiently, while 
providing homeowners valuable options for family or income from a supplemental housing unit. In an 
expensive housing market like Los Angeles, the extra income can help make a residential property more 
affordable. Architectural and permitting firms specialized in these housing types have sprung up, 
providing knowledge and expertise to ease construction. While no one solution can solve the housing 
crisis, ADUs are another tool in the quest to build more housing options in Los Angeles.  
 


