
GAS COOKING GOING AWAY? NOT SO FAST 

The City of Los Angeles is going to take our gas cooktops and ovens away?!? 

Not so fast. 

In May, the Los Angeles City Council voted to ban most gas appliances in new construction. Sponsored by CD4 

Councilmember Nithya Raman, the proposal follows that of 50 other California towns and cities. When finally 

adopted, the motion would require new buildings to not add to the carbon dioxide pollution harming the 

planet – that is, be emissions-free.  

The details of this zero-emission policy have yet to be worked out. City agencies have been directed to draft a 

regulation to be brought back to the City Council for approval by the end of 2022. 

The likely scenario is that new construction will require all-electric appliances in the nation’s second largest 

city. The electrification proposal does not include existing homes and business, however – only new 

construction.  

With natural gas accounting for about 10 percent of California’s planet-warming pollution, that is a significant 

chunk of pollution to target. And, it would help Los Angeles achieve its goal of transitioning to 100% renewable 

energy by 2035.  

Misleading Headlines 

Misleading headlines have caused panic in some sectors. No, Korean BBQ restaurants will not be forced to 

change to electric equipment. No, residents will not have to change all their appliances. The proposed change 

only applies to new construction. 

Vested parties are trying to preserve their interests after passage of the motion. The Los Angeles/Orange 

Counties Building and Construction Trades Council was initially concerned about the loss of work for their 

plumbers and pipe fitters. However, the union discussed creating additional work for their trades constructing 

“gray water” pipes to help buildings reuse wastewater – increasingly important as water flows become more 

susceptible to climate change. 

Gas Companies See the Inevitable 

Gas companies, meanwhile, initially opposed these laws but now see their inevitability. SoCalGas softened its 

stance and recognized that electrification and renewable natural gas can be compatible in reaching a carbon-

free future while utilizing its pipelines for more sustainable energy sources. Pacific Gas and Electric, 

meanwhile, plans to reach net zero by 2040, five years sooner than California’s current carbon neutrality 

target. By 2050, PG&E plans to remove more greenhouse gases from the environment than it emits. 

Change is happening, on multiple fronts, in an effort to help address our climate crisis. Quite a bit of debate on 

these topics is likely by the end of the year and before the City adopts its final measures.  

Stay tuned.  

Learn more: 

www.pge.com/climate 

https://newsroom.socalgas.com/stories/op-ed-clean-fuels-and-electrification-both-needed-to-meet-

californias-climate-goals  


