
Maltman Street Vacation 
 

Many people picture sunny shores or beautiful forests when thinking about a vacation. A street 

vacation, however, is nothing so glamorous or relaxing: it is the removal of public access, or a process 

where the government transfers the right-of-way of a public street, highway or alley to a private 

property owner.  

 

In Silver Lake, a section of Maltman Avenue, situated between Effie Street and Crestmont Avenue, is 

being considered for vacation by the City of Los Angeles. The section of Maltman is currently a green 

space with mature plant material. This space has been used for years as a walkway between Crestmont 

and Sunset.  

 

The Maltman street vacation process 

Too steep for a vehicular street, the City is considering  a proposal to sell the space to the adjacent 

property owner for development. Today, August 9, the City Council heard Council File Number 20-1482 

to discuss this vacation. In the agenda, the City states it is “relieved of its ongoing obligation to maintain 

the street. In addition, the City is relieved of any potential liability that might result from continued 

ownership of the involved street easements.” As it is currently not a street, the City’s desire to reduce its 

liability and maintenance costs can be understood. 

 

The vacation was initiated by the Bureau of Engineering in 2020. In 2021, the Council voted to adopt an 

earlier draft of the proposal. Opponents of the proposal, which include an adjacent property owner, cite 

the lack of an Environmental Impact Report and potential loss of a popular neighborhood green space.    

 

The petitioner has paid over $14,000 to the City to request this vacation, in an effort to gain the 

property and develop it. Presumably, the property will be sold at a fair rate. Nevertheless, no public 

easement or walkway on this long-used public way is being considered.  

 

How you can get involved 

With a city short on parks, this pocket space provides a natural habitat for wildlife and a respite from the 

increasing urban heat island. Silver Lake Together urges the City to retain this green space and turn it 

into a small park and preserve the public’s right of way. 

 

If you object to taking this public space for private development, please contact council member Mitch 

O'Farrell's office and refer to Council File 20-1482: Vacation of Maltman Street Between Crestmont and 

Effie. 

 

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell (213) 207-3015  

councilmember.ofarrell@lacity.org 

 

Field Deputy Matthew Guerrero 

matthew.guerrero@lacity.org 

 

For more Information about street vacations, read these FAQs from the Bureau of Engineering  

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-1482
http://engpermitmanual.lacity.org/land-development/faqs/frequently-asked-questions-street-vacations

